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Abstract The purpose of this research is to clarify the structure of people’s trust in electric
power companies and nuclear power generation. For this purpose, we carried out question-
naire surveys in the United States and Japan with a special emphasis on the trustworthiness.
of electric power companies. The results indicated that trustworthiness of electric power
companies were rated higher by Americans than by Japanese. Furthermore, trustworthiness
of electric power companies in the United States was highly correlated with their trustfulness
in private companies in general, whereas one in Japan was rather correlated with their
trust level in the government. This difference may imply Americans do not differentiate electric power
companies from other private organizations,while Japanese assign a special status to them closely
linked to the government.
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