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Abstract The awareness of the general public cannot be ignored in terms of attempting to
resolve conflicts between the progress of human culture and the destruction of nature. The objective
of this research is to objectively clarify the view of nature as the basis for heightening that awareness.
Although the reasoning behind a general view of nature was determined through a nationwide survey,
a question was raised as to the possibility of various types of awareness varying according to the
natural conditions of each region. We therefore selected seven regions throughout the country and
conducted local surveys focusing on differences between those regions. An overall summary of the
results of analyzing those surveys showed that the majority of persons surveyed were affirmative
regarding the present situation, had a simple, religious sentiment and desired to protect the
environment while at the same time placing emphasis on a comfortable way of life. They were also
3skeptical with respect to science and technology, although admitting that they are beneficial for
mankind. Differences between regions were present, however. The majority of the reasons for those
differences were primarily based on the degree to which that region had become urbanized, and
whether or not the respective residents came in direct contact with nature or felt a closeness with
nature during the course of their daily lives. Thus, characteristics in the various ways of thinking
resulting from the natural environment itself were not found.

Keywords view of nature, view of science and civilization, localized survey, relationship between man and

nature, development and protection of nature
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