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Abstract

Mt. Unzen-Fugen, lodated in Shimabara peninsula,
erupted in 1990. Its activation continued till 1996. In
face of this disaster, how did people tide over it? The
research was conducted by Prof. Dr. H. Suzuki of
Kurume University who was a research adviser of
INSS and his social scientist group with help of Dr. J.
Misumi who was a former director of Institute of
Social Research of INSS. The major objective of this
research was to find out responses of local
communities and organizations to tide over the sudden
disaster. A method of community approach was used:
(I)collection of data from 171 organizations and 209
informants; (2)analysis of difference in people's
awareness between ordinary and emergency occasions
with the survey data of public awareness in
1982(ordinary occasions) and 1994(emergency
occasions); and (3)finding a rule by a precise survey
of paper, satistics, material, records and discussion.
THe community in Shimabara peninsula has shared a
singular history. After the War of Shimabara in 1637,

few people lived there. Matsudaira-han(a fendal clan)
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gathered farmers and forced them to live in
Shimabara. One of important policies of Matsudaira-
han was to create a common culture. A policy
concerning a language was especially important
because it constituted a basis of culturre. In addition
to the historical background, the geographical
isolation and formation of the close relationship
among residents have developed a close network in
the community. This is the substance of Shimabara
community that has a strong aboriginal character. Itis
said, in face of volcano disaster, thus this aboriginal
community has united promptly and become
activated. This research has clarified a whole
unification process at each level of the activities of
Shimabara Council for Survival and Restoration that
was consituted of all groups of local self-government
organizations, volunteers' organizations, and other
business, culture and community organizations. The
research has extended to a detailed comparison with
the case of the disaster of Hanshin Earthquake. As an
essential conclusion, the proposition was reconfirmed
that a potential network in Japanese society could be

activated to response the case of disaster.



