Joooobodoogooon
Joogobodobougoboggn

Public Attitudes toward Nuclear Power Generation
U Focusing on Measurement of Attitude Intensity[]
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Abstract The purpose of the present study was to 1) examine the differences of the perception
between nuclear power generation (NPG) and electric power generation by nuclear fusion, 2) find the
structural characteristics of the attitude toward NPG, 3) shed light on the characteristics of knowledge
about NPG, and 4) develop a scale to measure the intensity in attitude toward NPG.Subjects
(N=1,582) were randomly assigned into 4 groups and were asked to answer a questionnaire including
public attitudes toward NPG and related matters. The results were as follows : 1) the perception of
electric power generation by nuclear fusion was less favorable than that of NPG; 2) Items which
correlated with attitudes toward NPG were: "sense of anxiety," "sensitivity to risk," "trust in science
and technology," "evaluation of Japan's nuclear policy" "evaluation of electric power companies," and
"interest in life and environmental issues.”" Moreover, people with a strong attitude tended to be
rational and had a better knowledge of NPG; 3) The evaluation of the amount of subjective
knowledge concerning nuclear power and electric power generation was reliable as a measure of
objective knowledge; 4) The measurement method used in this study was characterized by the use of
biased questions(ten positively and ten negatively biased questions) which were shown to the subjects
using the split-half method. An attempt was made to measure the attitude and its intensity taking into
consideration gender, positive or negative attitude toward NPG, level of knowledge about NPG, age,
and occupation. As a result, differences in intensity between different attributes were found.
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