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How do residents in the Reinan district perceive their quality of life ?
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Abstract In this study, we investigated how residents in the Reinan district, that was the
southern part of Fukui Prefecture, perceive their quality of life. Group interviews were conducted,
targeting 45 residents in the Reinan district, as well as an opinion survey using the cities of Fukui and
Osaka as control districts. As a result, it was found that Reinan people recognize the continuation of
household and the formation and maintenance of society based on shared territorial bond as symbols
of the quality of life. It was also found that close human relationships developed through people’s
participation in community activities and associations with their neighbors are the constituents of the
society based on shared territorial bond. The survey results also indicated that in this society, self-
realization is considered based on harmony with the society to which one belongs, rather than the
achievement of one’s personal desires. These findings suggest that people of the Reinan district are
leading lifestyles different from urban lifestyles. It was also found that Reinan people are satisfied
with food, clothing and shelter, but desire improvement of social infrastructure that supports
education, culture and leisure.
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