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Abstract In the present we surveyed public opinion regarding the nuclear fuel cycle to find
out about the social awareness about nuclear fuel cycle and nuclear facilities. The study revealed
that people's image of nuclear power is more familiar than the image of the nuclear fuel cycle. People
tend to display more recognition and concern towards nuclear power and reprocessing plants than
towards other facilities. Comparatively speaking, they tend to perceive radioactive waste disposal
facilities and nuclear power plants as being highly more dangerous than reprocessing plants. It is
found also that with the exception of nuclear power plants people don't know very much whether
nuclear fuel cycle facilities are in operation in Japan or not.

The results suggests that 1) the relatively mild image of the nuclear fuel cycle is the result of the
interactive effect of both the highly dangerous image of nuclear power plants and the less dangerous
image of reprocessing plants; and 2) that the image of a given plant (nuclear power plant,
reprocessing plant, radioactive waste disposal facility) is influenced by the fact of whether the name
of the plant suggests the presence of danger or not.

Keywords the nuclear fuel cycle, opinion survey, recognition, concern, image
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