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New Method of Classifying Causes, including Aging and Human Error,
of Events Which Occurred at Nuclear Power Plants
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Abstract There are several methods of classifying the causes of events which occurred at

nuclear power plants. This paper proposes a new cause classification method that includes aging and

human error, recently of concern to people, as factors which we have started to use in our analyses.

The concept of the method and typical analysis results are described. By applying the method to

events which occurred at overseas nuclear power plants in 2005, it is shown that operation errors

account for about 60% of all errors, of which approximately 60% are maintenance errors. This result
shows that it is crucial to prevent maintenance errors.
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