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Longitudinal survey of public opinion toward nuclear power generation;
The result of a survey conducted one year after the Mihama Unit 3 accident
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Abstract As part of an ongoing public opinion survey, regarding nuclear power generation,
which started in 1993, a survey was carried out in the Kansai area in 2005, one year and two months
after the accident at Unit 3 of the Mihama Nuclear Power Plant. It was found that people's memory
about the accident decreased drastically. All questionnaire items that indicated a negative change
two months after the accident returned to pre-accident levels. It was confirmed that the accident had
only a temporary influence on public opinions. Moreover, the study also revealed a decrease in the
public distrust of unclear power. It seems that people's evaluation of and attitude toward nuclear
power generation have become slightly more positive since 2002.

Keywords Nuclear power generation, opinion survey, in the year 2005, the accident at
Mihama Nuclear Power Plant Unit 3
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