41

FEYRL I - T IR O A O AE KRR B9 & MET

Study on Mutual Perception between the People Living in the Area around
a Nuclear Power Plant and in a Power-Consuming Area
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Abstract At first we conducted an interview survey of the urban residents, in order to

gather various opinions about the area around a nuclear power plant. Then we conducted a
questionnaires survey of the urban area to investigate how many people had the same opinions as we
had extracted from the interview survey. We also compared these results with the site residents
opinion which had been reported in other research. These results show that the urban residents
tend to overestimate the risk perception of the local area and the local residents’ anxiety about the
nuclear power plant, and to underestimate the relationship between the electric company operating
nuclear power plant and the local residents. These results also show that the local residents tend to
underestimate the urban residents’ knowledge of a nuclear power plant, and to take a pessimistic
view of the urban residents’ perception about the local residents.

In order to reduce the sense of unfairness and dissatisfaction and to promote public acceptance of
nuclear energy, it is desirable to reduce these misunderstanding and misconception. To this end,
this study suggests that it is necessary to make them notice the misconception and grow mutual
understanding by exchanging information of the opinions and the situations in each area.
Keywords nuclear power plant, the area around a nuclear power plant, power-consuming area,
misconception, mutual understanding
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