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Abstract Pointing and calling is the method which Japanese train drivers and plant

workers use to verify the operation object, the conditions of a machine, and so on. An experi-
ment was conducted to investigate (1) the effect of pointing and calling on the inhibition of dis-
turbing sounds and (2) the effect of doing the task of pointing and calling as a routine activity
for the workers. It was found the task of pointing and calling did not lead to inhibition of the
disturbing sounds. Instead more participants with experience in pointing and calling showed
better task performance than participants without experience in the case of hearing the dis-

turbing sounds.
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