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A study on people’s awareness of the causal factors of the Fukushima Dai-ichi accident and
measures to ensure nuclear power plants safety
—Questionnaire survey conducted in the Kansai area—
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Abstract In this study, we conducted three questionnaire surveys targeting a total of 808
respondents living in the cities of Kyoto, Osaka and Kobe, in order to elucidate people’s
awareness of the following 1) the causal factors of the Fukushima Dai-ichi accident, 2) measures
taken by electric power companies to ensure nuclear power plants safety, 3) management
measures for earthquake and tsunami disaster. The results revealed that 1) the causal factors of
the accident the respondents were aware of were a) a mega earthquake and tsunami disaster, b)
insufficient preparations for an earthquake and tsunami disaster, c) failure to take adequate
management decisions and insufficient preparations to prevent severe nuclear power plant
accidents, d) high confidence in nuclear power plants safety, 2) most respondents knew about
the information concerning the measures taken by electric power companies from television and
newspapers, and only a few respondents sought additional information, 3) respondents were
anxious about a) the uncertainty of pre-disaster hazard assumptions and management measures,
b) limitations of technological countermeasures against the natural disasters, c¢) the tendency to
overvalue the safety measures.

Keywords Fukushima Dai-ichi accident, natural disaster, nuclear power plant, safety measures,
questionnaire survey
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B LENRDH L. LT, JWTHEEIOL L ADK
B) LSBT OBELZRLHEBAOFHICIRED X 9 4%
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WTBRY TR EHI S LETH S,
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A hhol BHEHONL 2GR E L ETHREE
T OLERICHE T 2 RO H Iz T, 7L
CRHHPGT HEE L COREICRET 5 LE)
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