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The current state of radiation education in schools
and results of the opinion survey on radiation
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Abstract In 2008, a new guideline about radioactivity was added to the government
guidelines for teaching junior high school science. Since then people involved with school
education have been trying to spread correct information about radioactivity. On the other hand,
people's confusion in the aftermath of the Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant accident has
clearly shown that people do not know much about radioactivity. Considering the situation, the
author conducted an investigation about the current state of radiation education and carried out an
opinion survey about radioactivity among adults. The investigation about education showed the
following: (1) the nature of radiation, such as its permeability, and its uses were described in the
government-approved textbooks; (2) basic knowledge, such as what are radiation effects, were
described comprehensively in the supplementary reading recommendations made by the Ministry
of Education, Culture, Sports, Science, and Technology; and (3) locale education committees
created teaching materials such as guidance to present topics. The opinion survey had questions
to judge: (1) current public understanding of radioactivity; (2)the degree of general information
that people collected for themselves; (3) the degree of specific knowledge about radioactivity that
people had; and (4) people's attitudes toward various problems with radioactivity in the
environment. The results suggested that for radiation education the following items are
important: (1)to learn that radioactivity exists in people's daily lives and is used safely in various
field; (2) to get basic knowledge and better quantitative understanding of such things as
radioactivity units, radiation dose and radiation effects; and (3) to acquire practical experience to
use the information effectively .

Keywords radiation education, government guidelines for teaching, textbook, teaching material,
opinionsurvey
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