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A survey of lectures given at universities about
energy and environmental issues
~Seeking a viewpoint regarding energy and environmental education
in junior and senior high schools~
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Abstract A survey of course lectures in universities was conducted to search for important
issues concerning energy and environmental education in junior and senior high schools. The
lectures were part of the liberal arts curriculum and were given by science teachers mainly as a
result of the teachers' and the universities' concern about the need to provide both science and
literature students with (1) true scientific knowledge and (2) well-balanced knowledge about
political and economic issues. In the teachers' opinions, the purpose and content of energy and
environmental education are basically similar in high schools and universities. But they also
suggested that high school teachers should give more importance to the study of scientific subjects
than to political and economic ones, and cultivate a broader outlook instead of encouraging the
formation of personal opinions. From a scientific viewpoint, people should understand that the
basic content in understanding energy and environmental issues is that when people convert
natural energy into a usable energy form, energy loss always occurs. On the other hand, from a
political and economic viewpoint, people should understand that energy security, economics and
environmental problems cannot be addressed at the same time, and therefore this creates what
can be called a trilemma.

Keywords energy and environmental issues, energy and environmental education, high school,
university
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