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The Change of Thinking about Science by Children in Fukui Prefecture
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Abstract he Institute of Nuclear Safety System, Incorporated(INSS)develops science
educational programs focused on energy issues in cooperation with primary school and junior
and senior high school teachers and university professors in Fukui Prefecture. To realize this
purpose, INSS has organized the Fukui science education community (FSC).

The FSC began holding science education workshops in 2000 for the purposes of surveying
children’s dislike of science and their loss of interest in science which had become problems
in Japan and developing educational programs which would increase the number of children
who like science. The 2000 questionnaire survey results had shown that even children in Fukui
Prefecture were losing interest in science.

In 2012, the FSC investigated the change of views about science by children in Fukui as the
results of undertaking 12 years of workshop activities. A questionnaire survey of almost the
same contents as the 2000 survey was used. The questionnaire answers showed children in
primary schools and junior and senior high schools had an increased recognition that science is
helpful in daily life and there were improvements in their view of science and in their volition to
undertake work using science.

On the other hand, compared with the primary school students, the tendency for junior and
senior high school students to be poor at science was unchanged from the time of the survey of
12 years ago.

Keywords science educational program, loss of interest in science, children who like science,
questionnaire survey
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