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The pros and cons about restarting and awareness about nuclear power generation; further

findings from INSS's analysis of the opinion survey answers
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Abstract In this paper, the pros and cons and the awareness of their background on
the restart of nuclear power plants(NPPs)were analyzed based on the data of opinion polls
conducted by news organizations and INSS. The results were as follows: (1) Although opposition
to restart has been nearly 60% in the case when the question has only 2 choices of pros and cons,
the 60% includes many people who “cannot say either way”.(2) For approval of restarting, it is
necessary to have the attitude to tolerate the use of nuclear power generation (NPG), and it is
extremely important that people think “safety has been confirmed,” but it does not seem to be
enough reason to hesitate in the restart.(3) From the open-ended question about the influences
of long-term shutdown of NPPs on the respondents and Japanese society, 50% of the respondents
said there was no influence. 20% said they felt safe or easy because no accident could occur. Only
20% described economic influence, such as a real increase in electricity cost, especially among
men or the people who were in favor of restarting.(4) When the above-described influences,
people’s recognition of the utility of NPG(or thinking about the problems that occur when
reducing NPG)and people’s criteria for selecting an electric power generation method were
organized in terms of the 3Es(Energy security, Economic efficiency, Environment), there was
quite a difference from the idea of energy policy that emphasizes a good balance among these
3Es. People’s recognition of the utility of NPG has been declining. This was considered to be
the reason that neither the present influences nor the importance of the invisible influence at
a macro-level had been recognized. For restarting to be supported by many people, there is a
need for appropriate information about not only the safety, but also the importance from the
viewpoints of the 3Es and the benefits of NPG in the 3Es.

Keywords Nuclear power generation, public opinion, restarting, effect of long-term shutdown of nuclear
power plants, open-ended question, opinion polls by news organizations, 3Es (Energy security,
Economic efficiency, Environment)
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