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Change in perception towards radiation of people after being presented
with a science-based description about it
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Abstract We conducted a group interview survey for 23 persons living in the Kansai region
to understand the change in their perception of information about radiation. The persons were
given a description about radiation that has been prepared by the national government and
research institutions, and so was science-based.

Before hearing the explanation about radiation, about 80% of the survey participants had held
a negative opinion and said such things as “radiation is scary” or “radiation is dangerous”. From
the interview results, we found that before the explanation only a few participants had accurate
knowledge that the impact on the human body by radiation is due to the amount of radiation,
and only a few participants had been looking for information about radiation on their own.
After hearing the explanation and a brief Q&A session, we found about 70% of the participants
now had a relatively positive opinion about radiation, saying such things as “I have peace of
mind” and “I have begun to study about radiation”. By comparing their perception of radiation
before and after hearing the science-based description, we thought many of the participants
considered the description was a good opportunity for them, because it eased their anxiety
and provided new knowledge about radiation. Participants with a positive opinion specifically
mentioned learning about the following items: “food safety”, “effects of radiation on the body”,
“industrial use of radiation”, and “the presence of natural radiation”. We concluded that when
providing information about radiation, it is desirable to include these topics.

Keywords Radiation, communication, group interview survey
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