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Trends in Public Opinion Concerning Nuclear Power Generation in the United States and
Europe after the Fukushima Daiichi Power Plant Accident(3)
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Abstract

Tl JERAT I, OREK, JTIEE, MR, RS

The author surveyed the results of American and European opinion research

about nuclear power generation around six years after the Fukushima Daiichi Power Plant
accident and analyzed current public opinion trends toward nuclear power generation in the
US and Europe. It was found that the percentage of Americans who had a positive attitude
towards nuclear power generation was high, however, small up and down shifts have been
continuing. Among people in the UK, it was found that the positive attitude towards nuclear
power plants has continued to be held. The Swiss rejected the Green Party's initiative to
restrict the country's nuclear power plants' operation to 45 years in a nationwide referendum
on November 7, 2016. On the other hand, a new energy law which will shut down the nuclear
power plants in Switzerland in an orderly manner and promotes renewable energy and energy

savings was approved on May 21, 2017.
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Question: Overall, do you strongly favor,
somewhat favor, somewhat oppose, or strongly
oppose the use of nuclear energy as one of the
ways to provide electricity in the United States?
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Question: From what you know, or have
heard about using nuclear energy for generating
electricity in the UK, do you support or oppose its
use?
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Strongly oppose, Oppose
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Neither support nor oppose, Don't
know/no opinion
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MG % &) B B R (%) | BOFER (%) | #5% (%)
Zurich 197,636 221,691 471 52.9 46.2
Bern 138,571 177,683 438 56.2 432
Luzern 46,898 73408 39.0 61.0 44.3
Uri 4,243 6,234 405 59.5 39.8
Schwyz 15,501 33,079 319 63.1 472
Obwalden 4,554 8411 35.1 64.9 49.8
Nidwalden 5,259 9,786 35.0 65.0 492
Glarus 3902 6,224 385 615 386
Zug 14,573 23,863 379 62.1 51.0
Freiburg 43,120 45,791 485 515 453
Solothurn 31,710 43,621 395 60.5 45.1
Basel-Stadt 36,284 23713 60.5 395 52.9
Basel-Landschaft 39,797 39,109 504 49.6 427
Schaffhausen 14,474 16,412 46.9 53.1 63.0
Appenzell A-Rh. 7374 9,950 42.6 574 44.9
Appenczell 1-Rh. 1,514 2915 34.2 65.8 385
St. Gallen 55,942 84,404 399 60.1 44.0
Graubunden 26,069 33,110 44.1 55.9 436
Aargau 67,640 114,902 371 62.9 437
Thurgau 29,364 43,658 40.2 59.8 438
Tessin 44,603 51,819 46.3 537 44.2
Waadt 112,565 93713 54.6 454 479
Wallis 48,338 55,074 46.7 53.3 483
Neuenburg 28,559 21,737 56.8 432 45.3
Genf 67,374 46,889 59.0 410 454
Jura 12,600 9,324 575 425 421
Schweiz (4[E) 1,098,464 1,301,520 458 54.2 45.0
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