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Change in perception of people towards information
about interim storage facility for spent fuel
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Abstract An interview investigation was carried out for 20 adult subjects living in urban
areas in the Kansai region. Materials on interim storage facilities of spent fuel disclosed by the
government and electric power companies were explained to the subjects and their perception
of the received information on these facilities was compared between before and after the
explanation. There were a few persons who had heard about the intermediate storage facilities
before the present explanation, but even fewer of those persons knew the detailed contents.
When asked whether they felt uneasy about interim storage facilities for spent fuel, eight
persons (40%) answered “very uneasy” before the explanation but the number decreased to one
person (5%) after the explanation and the number who answered “not so worried” increased
from no one before the explanation to 12 persons(60%)after the explanation. It can be seen
that the anxiety that most people had felt before the explanation decreased after listening to
the explanation. Hence, it is possible to conclude that the people in urban areas hardly know
anything about the measures to ensure the necessity and safety of interim storage facilities for
spent fuel that have been implemented.

Keywords spent fuel, interim storage facility, need for intermediate storage, safety, interview survey
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