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Interview survey on perception of people towards information
about interim storage facilities for spent nuclear fuel
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Abstract An interview survey was conducted with 20 adult participants living in the highly
urbanized Kyoto-Osaka-Kobe area of south-central Japan, using materials on interim storage
facilities for spent nuclear fuel. In this survey, we compared the perception of information about
interim spent fuel storage facilities before and after explanations, and examined what kind of
explanatory materials are effective in promoting understanding and alleviating anxiety. The
results were summarized into the following three points. (1) After the interactive explanation
of an interim storage facility, about 80% of the participants answered affirmatively about the
necessity and safety of facilities. However, awareness of interim storage facilities was not high,
with 40% of the participants having never heard of them previously. (2) When the interim
storage facility was explained after high-level radioactive waste was explained, the acceptance of
the interim storage facility was not negative. (3) Items in the explanation methods that promote
understanding of and alleviate concerns about interim storage facilities were identified. We
concluded it is necessary to continue to enhance the basic explanations and to devise new ways
to convey the information.
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