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“Does a Focus on Risks Change Young People's Attitude Towards Nuclear Power Generation?”
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Abstract  In this paper, we conducted an online survey targeting people in their 20s and 60s, and analyzed
the impact of focusing on the risks of nuclear power generation on their approval or disapproval to replace
old nuclear power plants with new ones. As a risk focus condition, we asked only questions about the risk
aspects of nuclear power generation, and presented negative facts about nuclear power generation in the
questionnaire text. (1) People in their 20s were less aware of the strengths and weaknesses of nuclear power
than those in their 60s. (2) Although the change was small, women in their 60s became negative about
replacement in the risk focus condition. (3) Among people in their 20s, awareness of the weaknesses of
nuclear power generation (e.g., possible massive damage in an accident, radioactive wastes) increased under
the risk focus condition. However, the tendency to emphasize low electricity rates over safety in the selection
of power generation methods did not change, and there was no negative change in replacement for those in
their 20s. It has been reported that one of the reasons why younger people are more positive about using
nuclear power than older people is that they are less exposed to newspapers, news broadcasts and internet
news, and less aware of the risks of nuclear power generation. As an answer to the question posed by this
paper, “Does a Focus on Risks Change Young People's Attitude Towards Nuclear Power Generation?”, the
results show that when young people are exposed to information about negative facts and turn their attention
to risks, they do not easily become negative in their attitude to nuclear power generation.
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